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DISTANCE LEARNING PREFACE 
Distance learning provides an opportunity for students and teachers to remain connected and 
engaged with the content while working from their homes. The key to success in distance 
learning is flexibility and consistency. Having a consistent daily meeting time, schoolwork 
calendar, and office hours allows students and parents to plan accordingly.

Distance Learning is designed to provide students with an engaging online learning experience 
that includes clear expectations and outcomes for each week. The learning experience will 
include online and offline learning activities that are aligned with the New York State Learning 
Standards. This may include instructional videos, live and recorded sessions, and/or online 
resources. Off-line resources may also be provided. The work in each content area can be found 
on District approved learning platforms such as: Schoology, SeeSaw and/or Microsoft Office 
365. Classroom teachers will announce the platform they will be using and will be able to help if 
necessary.  

Asynchronous: Students learn at different times
• Communication is not live

• Possibly more convenient and flexible

• Allows students to work at their own pace

• Recorded and Pre-recorded lessons may be reviewed multiple times as needed

• Schoology/Seesaw/Microsoft Office 365

Synchronous: Students learn at the same time.
• Communication happens in real time

• Allows for instant feedback and clarification

• Zoom/Schoology Conference

Office Hours
• Designated times for teacher to be available to students and parents

• Possible uses could be 1:1 interaction or small group support (4-5 students)

• Teacher collaboration/communication



DAILY STUDENT CHECK-IN 
A daily meeting to connect with students, develop relationships, and build community will be 
held each day live.  It may include a rundown of the daily agenda, expectations for daily tasks, 
and to clarify or answer questions 

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Check-in:
• Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults acquire 

and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and manage 
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and 
maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions. 

• Intervention specialists and other staff will collaborate with classroom teachers to meet the 
social/emotional needs of all students and are available for parents to speak to if you have any 
questions or concerns.

• Attendance will be taken daily

• Teachers will check in each day to include a brief overview of the day

COMMUNICATION AND EXPECTATIONS
Communication between the teacher, student and parent is critical for success. The teacher will 
establish office hours and other available times that they will be set aside to meet virtually with 
students and parents.  Zoom, Email, learning platforms, letters sent home and phone calls are all 
ways in which the teacher may communicate.

Assignments will be expected to be turned in on due dates and students will receive feedback 
from the teacher in a timely manner.

It is important that students understand their responsibility as learners who engage in their 
classrooms each day. In addition, they are responsible for the same regulations that are in the 
building Code of Conduct. This includes appropriate on-line behavior when working within the 
learning platform and during live classes. 

Student Communication
• Students will communicate during scheduled times

• Students will use platforms predetermined by the teacher

• Students will show evidence of participation in completing assignments and attending live 
sessions

Student Responsibilities
•  It is expected that students and parents will not record remote learning sessions or content in 

any way, including, but not limited to, taking videos, photos or screenshots. Remote learning 
sessions and content will not be shared on any social media platform or other similar means.

• Create a space and dedicated time for learning

• Wear attire acceptable for school (during online conferences)

• Follow class schedule and be punctual to be their productive best

• Seek help when needed (by teachers, principal, etc...)

• Log into the classrooms daily – to stay connected

• Demonstrate learning with completion of assignments by established deadlines

• Engage in class conversations and focus on instructional videos, etc.

• Watch all instructional videos before completing assignments

• Communicate with their teacher – look back at assignments the teacher has reviewed and 
commented on
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Student Responsibilities Continued
• Follow the Code of Conduct and demonstrate acceptable online behaviors

• Collaborate with peers using respectful language and behaviors

• Use equipment as outlined in the Acceptable Use Policy

• Support each other in this new way of learning

• Be patient with themselves and their teachers- everyone is learning together

Attendance
• Attendance at all classes is expected

• Teachers will take attendance for each subject

• Notify teacher of need for absence from class

• Contact teacher for missed assignments

• Missed assignments must be made up by established deadlines

Extra support needed (such as setting up a 1:1 time slot)
• Refer to your schedule to know when your teacher will be online for extra help

• For faster response, reach out during teacher Office Hours

SCHEDULE
The Distance Learning Plan will be done full time at home and consist of daily live substantive 
and meaningful interaction between the teachers and students.  The on-line learning experience 
will be standards-based and will include high quality rigorous instructional opportunities and 
learning experiences.  There will be a balance of both live and independent learning taking place. 

Students will be working remotely when they are not interacting live with their teacher.  
During this time teachers will provide students with meaningful learning experience such as: 
independent class work aligned to previously taught lessons, small group work, view instructional 
videos, conduct research and/or work on projects.

A detailed schedule will be provided to parents/guardians at the onset of Distance Learning by 
the classroom teacher.  

SCHEDULE DETAILS
The instructional delivery methodology will be determined by the teacher to ensure that students 
are provided with regular interaction between the teacher and their peers and that the instruction 
being delivered is aligned with the NYS Learning Standards. 

Below is the 3-4 Instructional Time Frames that outlines the maximum amount of time 
teachers will be providing live instruction in the core areas and for office hours.  Teachers will 
communicate their day by day schedule with you at the beginning of the school year. 

Parameters used by the teacher when developing the Daily Instructional Schedule:

• Morning Meeting and English Language Arts Instructional Block of Time up to sixty (60) 
minutes

• Math Instructional up to forty (40) minutes

• Social Studies and Science up to forty (40) minutes

The instructional block of time may include both synchronous and asynchronous learning 
activities being planned and facilitated by the teacher.  Teachers will be incorporating mini 
lessons, guided practice, independent practice , and/or small group instructional depending on 
the objective of the lesson.

Expectations, Schedule        5



SPECIALS
Students will follow the A-F day schedule for specials.  Your child’s special schedule will be shared 
with you by the classroom teacher.  The Art, Music, PE, and Library teachers will also post lessons 
to the district website. Please see the district website for the A-F schedule.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
During Distance Learning, our special education staff (which includes special education teachers, 
speech and language pathologists, social workers, school psychologists, occupational therapists,  
and physical therapists) will provide special education services using a variety of different 
strategies and online platforms based on an individual student’s needs.  Individualized materials 
will be used to the meet the needs of each student based on their Individualize Education Plan 
(IEP). Special education staff will collaborate with families.  

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES
Intervention services are available for students in English Language Arts (ELA) for grades 1-6 and 
Math grades 4-6.  Parents/guardians will be notified if their child qualifies for extra help to meet 
or continue his/her progress toward meeting the state standards.  The goals of AIS is to provide 
targeted instruction necessary for students to meet grade-level proficiency. During distance 
learning, the reading or math specialist will give live instruction via Zoom.

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE (ENL)
The ENL teacher will provide supports for students that meet the needs based on state 
regulations.  The teacher will work with the classroom teacher to create and provide a schedule.

GRADING
Teachers will use the district wide report card to assess student progress in each content area.  

• Teachers will seek to provide students feedback and grade assignments in a timely manner

• Teachers will monitor student progress and report such to parents.  

• Teachers will use their current grading system to determine report card grades. It is the 
teachers’ responsibility to notify parents at the beginning of Distance Learning of this. 
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District Approved  
Technology Tools:
• Microsoft 365

• Zoom

• Schoology

• See Saw

Additional Distance Learning Tools 
WCSD Elementary Online Resources

• BrainPOP

• Freckle

• HMH Think Central

• IXL

• Newsela –teacher can access materials, no 
student data

• Raz kids

• Spelling City

• STAR

• Star Fall

• Quaver

• McGraw-Hill

• Pearson

• DataMate

• GoNoodle




